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E.O.: 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EEC, DA 

SUB J : PROPOSED MEETING WITH SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL 

REFS: (A) TREASURY (PRICE)-EMBASSY (WHITE) TELCON MARCH 8; 

(B) COPENHAGEN 1217; (C) STATE 53705 

1 . AS REPORTED IN REF A, THE DANISH GOVERNMENT IS GRATEFUL FOR 
SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL'S OFFER TO MEET WITH FINANCE MINISTER 
HEINESEN ON MARCH 14. FINANCE PERMANENT UNDER SECRETARY ERLING 
JORGENSEN, HOWEVER, AFTER MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER ON MARCH 

8, INFORMED AMBASSADOR SUBSEQUENTLY THAT THE DANISH GOVERNMENT 
PREFERRED INSTEAD A MEETING SOMETIME DURING THE LATTER THREE 
WEEKS IN APRIL. 

2. JORGENSEN, SPEAKING FOR DANISH GOVERNMENT. POINTED OUT THAT 

A MEETING ON MARCH 14 WOULD NOT BE ADVANTAGEOUS FOR EITHER THE 
UNITED STATES OR DENMARK INASMUCH AS HEINESEN WOULD NOT HAVE MET 
RECENTLY WITH HIS COUNTERPARTS FROM OTHER EC COUNTRIES. THE EC 
FINANCE MINISTERS WILL MEET, HOWEVER, ON MARCH 20, AND JORGENSEN 
FEELS CERTAIN THAT PROGRESS ON A NUMBER OF TOPICS OF MUTUAL IN- 
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TEREST TO THE U.S. AND THE EC CAN EMERGE FROM IT. 

3. JORGENSEN ALSO STATED THAT THE DANISH GOVERNMENT PREFERS THAT 
MINISTER PER HAEKKERUP RATHER THAN HEINESEN HAVE THE CONTACT WITH 
SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL. HAEKKERUP. NOW MINISTER OF ECONOMY AND A 
FORMER MINISTER OF FINANCE, IS THE GOVERNMENT'S PRINCIPAL ARCHI- 
TECT FOR ECONOMIC AND FINANCILA PLANNING WITHIN THE EC CONTEXT. 
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(HAEKKERUP IS GIVEN CREDIT IN DENMARK FOR DEVELOPING THE "CONVOY 
CONCEPT" TO REPLACE THE "LOCOMOTIVE CONCEPT" OF PROMOTING INTER 
NATIONAL ECONOMIC GROWTH-SEE REF B). HAEKKERUP'S ECONOMIC PRE- 
EMINENCE IN DENMARK IS SHOWN BY THE FACT THAT IT IS HE AND NOT 
HEINESEN WHO IS THE CHAIRMAN OF THE EC COUNCIL OF FINANCE MINI- 
STERS DURING DENMARK’S EC PRESIDENCY. HEINESEN SITS ON THAT 
COUNCIL ONLY AS DENMARK’S REPRESENTATIVE BUT REPLACES HAEKKERUP 
AS COUNCIL CHAIRMAN IF HAEKKERUP IS ABSENT. (HAEKKERUP HAS BEEN 
IN POOR HEALTH RECENTLY. SHOULD HE NOT BE ABLE TO TRAVEL IN APRIL 
OR AT SUCH TIME AS AN APPOINTMENT WITH SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL IS 
ARRANGED. THEN HEINESEN WOULD GO IN HIS PLACE.) 

4. IORGENSEN EMPHASIZED THAT THE DANISH GOVERNMENT WISHES TO 
HOLD TALKS WITH SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL NOT IN CONNECTION WITH IN- 
TERNAL EC MEETINGS BUT AS A PRELUDE TO THE ECONOMIC SUMMIT MEET- 
ING OF THE WESTERN INDUSTRIAL NATIONS NOW ANTICIPATED FOR JULY. 

AS PRIME MINISTER ANKER JORGENSEN 

INFORMED SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL 

RECENTLY IN WASHINGTON (PARA 5 OF REF C), THE DANES WILL BE IN- 
VOLVED IN EC PREPARATIONS FOR THE JULY SUMMIT MEETING. 

5. IN THE LIGHT OF THE FOREGOING, THE DANISH GOVERNMENT HAS ASKED 
US TO CONVEY ITS REGRETS THAT IT WILL BE UNABLE TO ACCEPT THE 
MARCH 14 DATE PROPOSED BY SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL AND TO REQUEST 
THAT HE INDICATE DATES DURING THE LAST THREE WEEKS IN APRIL WHEN 
HE COULD RECEIVE MINISTER HAEKKERUP (OR HEINESEN, IF HAEKKERUP 
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IS UNABLE TO TRAVEL). WHILE THE DANES PREFER APRIL, THEY WOULD, 

IF SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL IS UNAVAILABLE THEN, BE AGREEABLE TO A 
LATER DATE. 

6. ONCE A DATE HAS BEEN DECIDED UPON, AND AFTER THE DANES HAVE 
HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO EXCHANGE IDEAS WITH OTHER EC FINANCE MIN- 
ISTERS, THEY WILL SUGGEST TOPICS FOR THE DISCUSSIONS WITH SEC- 
RETARY BLUMENTHAL. 

DEAN 

NOTE BY OC/T: DISTRIBUTION CORRDINATED WITH MS. ROBINSON, S/S-O. 
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